FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th November 2019 at 6.00pm in the Station Manager’s Office
Present:  Martin Whittell, David Storr, Diana and Paul Monahan, Kathy Pitt, Nina Smith and Lesley Mackay.
Apologies:  Pam Watson
Minutes of the last meeting:  Pam Watson had given her apologies for the previous meeting.  With this amendment the minutes were approved as correct.
Matters arising: 

Signal Box and Lamp Room Update:  Work on the Business Plan for the Signal Box will start in early 2020.  
Diana Monahan said that FARSAP from York hoped to make a film including the last night that the Signal Box was working.  Diana had suggested this be delayed until the future of the Signal Box had been secured and FARSAP have agreed to this.  

It appears that some cleaning work has been carried out on the Lamp Room.

Accessibility Measures:  There is nothing further to report at the moment.

Book Swap:  The supply of books continues to be well maintained by both Kathy and Viv.  Thanks were extended to both for their efforts
Information boxes:  Paul Monahan has replaced the keys to the boxes so they are easier to open.  The Christmas Carol leaflets will be displayed in them.  
Water butts:  Lesley will ask Dave Norton whether he is happy to spend the extra money on a new long design of water butt or just to replace the existing one.  Paul will buy the water butt once a decision has been made.  Action:  Paul Monahan
Christmas Carols:  The Mayor has accepted our invitation to the Carols on Monday 16th December.  The singers are asked to arrive around 5.15pm for a 5.30pm start.  Lesley will ask Richard Isaac about the policy on Christmas trees.  If needed, David will also buy some Christmas decorations.  David will also try to find a piano player. Action:  Lesley Mackay and David Storr
Recycling bins:  Lesley did not receive a specific reply from Dave Norton about these.  Lesley will remind him.  Action:  Lesley Mackay

Piano:  Nothing further had been heard about this.  Lesley will email Paul Mill and also ask him if he would be able to play at the carol singing.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Station Groups and BTP:  Lesley said it is hoped a meeting will be arranged soon.
Chair’s Report:  Martin said there was nothing further to add to his report to the AGM.  
Treasurer’s Report:  David Storr said the total balance in the General Fund remains at £302.37p. 
Working Party Report:   The working parties are ‘ticking over’ with a few hard-working volunteers, watering the flower tubs and window boxes as well as litter picking and occasional gardening tasks.  Pam’s litter picking efforts have been particularly appreciated in Martin’s absence.
We had received 8 barrels from the Friends of Brighouse Station, and for which we were most grateful for their help in siting these.  Lesley will ask the Town Council if they had any spare bulbs.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Lesley will write to remind Dave Norton about replacing the damaged window box.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Martin wanted to record his thanks to all the volunteers for all their great efforts in keeping the station looking so good.  He was most impressed by all the recent bulb planting.
Website:   Diana continues to keep our website up to date.  Thanks were given to Diana for all her work.
Northern Railway:  Nothing to report.
Any Other Business: 
Mantle Clock:  A mantle clock had been donated to the Station for use in the Signal Box.  The clock was a retirement present to Walter Terry, Station Master, on his retirement in 1937.  It is hoped that Andrew Bibby will take care of it.  A thank you card was signed and small gift were sent to David and Marguerite Birtwhistle for their gift.

Defibrillator:  It was decided to leave this item until 2020.
David Taylor’s book has now been published.  Congratulations to David for getting it this far!  We shall try to promote it on our website!
Date of next meeting:  Monday 20th January, 2020 at 6.00pm – in the Station Master’s Office on Platform 1.  
NB:  Our future plans will be discussed as the main item at this meeting.
