FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th March 2019 at 6pm in the Albert pub, Albert Street, Hebden Bridge
Present:  Martin Whittell, Diana Monahan, Paul Monahan and Lesley Mackay.
Apologies:  David Storr, Kathy Pitt, Nina Smith and Susan Quick
Minutes of the last meeting:  These were approved as correct
Matters arising: 

Signal Box and Lamp Room Update:  A site visit with Technical Surveyor, Emma Foster from Network Rail took place in early March.  The conditions of a possible transfer were discussed and a response is currently awaited.
The padlock to the Lamp Room had to be changed recently.  The contractors will give a key to the staff in the Booking Office.

Accessibility Measures:  The lifts opened this morning.  It is rumoured that an official opening is planned although the FoHBS have not been notified of it.  Lesley is to make enquiries within Northern.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
June Eaton of HBDAF has complained to Network Rail that one more bollard needs to be removed from the east side of the Station.

Lesley reported that the paving slabs to the front of the turning circle have been re-laid.  It is not known whether any further work on improving the surfaces to the front of the station is planned.

Exhibition of Railway Photographs, March 2019:  Martin Whittell congratulated Diana Monahan, Mike Crawford of HBLHS and David Taylor in mounting these excellent exhibitions.  This exhibition is currently on display, both in the Town Hall and on the first floor of the Library.  The exhibition is attracting a great deal of interest.   It was noted and thanks given to the HBLHS for helping with an expected overspend on the costs of the exhibitions.  

Less publicity has been given to the exhibition in the Library.  Lesley to circulate all members.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
New Trains visit:  Nothing further to report

Toilets:  It is thought the remedial work will be starting soon but the exact date is not known.                                              

Book Swap:  The supply of books continues to be well maintained by Viv.
Information Boxes:  These have been updated recently.
Friends Leaflet:  The leaflet has now been printed and is available at the Town Hall Exhibition and at the Station.  Hopefully it will help attract new volunteers. 

Booking Office Refurb:  Dave Norton has confirmed that this will shortly be taking place having been postponed at short notice last week as was the ceiling about the toilets.
Treasurer’s Report:  David Storr provided his report prior to the meeting.  It was noted that the current balance is £252.35.  The grant from Hebden Royd Town Council has now been spent.  A donation by Diana via Probus has now been banked.  
Working Party Report:  Martin and Heather have been watering the tubs and window boxes.  Martin has so far spent about £12 on new plants for the window boxes.
Paul hopes to make a stand for the new water butt which it is hoped to site behind the fence on Platform 2 at the east end, with the tap extending onto the platform so it can be easily used.  Paul said he will repair the damaged water butt on Platform 1.  Action:  Paul Monahan
Diana mentioned that she has been in contact with the Handy Man’s Project who were keen to find practical projects to undertake.  It was suggested that they might like to make some new window boxes to replace the existing damaged ones.  Action:  Diana Monahan

Please note that our Big Spring Clean Up takes place this coming Saturday, 23rd March 2019 between 2pm and 4pm.  We still need more volunteers.  Action:  All Members 
Website:  Diana has been updating this on a regular basis.  It is hoped that the information collected for the current exhibitions can eventually be loaded onto our website – a project for autumn days.  Action:  Diana Monahan
Northern Railway:  Nothing to report.
Future Plans:  These will be discussed in greater detail at our next meeting.  It was agreed that having displays on the fencing on the extended Platform 2 area.  Examples of what have been tried at other stations are available in the Station Manager’s office on Platform 1 (they are currently in a cardboard box pending the start of the refurbishment).  The key to this room can be obtained from the Booking Office.  Action:  All members

Water Butt:  Hazel Murgatroyd from Halifax has kindly given us a water butt which we hope to use on Platform 2.  Thanks had been sent to Ms Murgatroyd by the Secretary.
Talks: Diana reported that she had given two talks about HB Station: one to Probus – and for which she received a fee of £30 which she has kindly donated to FoHBS; and another to the Rotary Club in Halifax.  Although no fee was given for this talk, it is hoped we can work with them in the future.   Thanks were given to Diana for giving these.
Any Other Business: 
Lifts:  Paul pointed out that there is a problem with the lift/café paving on Platform 2 which the contractors are in the process of sorting out.
Contractors:  Martin Whittell suggested that we send the contractors for the lift works a letter of thanks for doing such a good job.  This was agreed by all present.  Action:  Martin Whittell
Consultees:  Paul Monahan suggested that the Friends should seek to be on a list of CMBC’s Statutory Consultees as of right on planning matters relating to Hebden Bridge Station.  This will be discussed at our next meeting.
Date of next meeting:  Monday 29th April 2019 at 6.00pm – venue to be confirmed.

