FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2015 at 6.30pm at The White Lion Hotel, Hebden Bridge
Present: Martin Whittell (Chair), David Storr, Diana Monahan, Andy Grant, Bob Deacon, Jason Tarry (Northern Rail), Matt Gibson (Northern Rail) and Lesley Mackay 
Apologies:  Nina Smith
Minutes of the last meeting:  David Taylor had asked for two amendments to the minutes: Under ‘Sign for Co-operative Community Grant application’ the wording of the second sentence should read “Gardens planted out and maintained by Friends of Hebden Bridge Station”.  David had also pointed out that additional signs should be placed on the fence by the turning circle with another for the forecourt fence and beside the water butt..

Under the ‘Signal Box item’, David asked that the second sentence be deleted.  With these changes the minutes of the last meeting were approved as correct.
Sign for The Co-operative Community Grant application:  Diana reported that a sign had been made for the bed outside the nursery; one for the water butt (which cannot be fixed yet due to work currently being undertaken); one by the fruit bushes and one by the turning circle.

Action: Diana Monahan

Bike n’Go:  As nothing had been heard it was decided not to pursue this matter further.

Signal Box and Lamp Room:  David Storr and Matt Gibson have arranged to meet shortly.

Re-timing of buses to Old Town:  In Nina’s absence this matter was deferred.  Action: Nina Smith
Cigarette Boxes:  After discussion it was agreed not to take this matter further.

Joint meeting with Mytholmroyd Station Partnership:  Martin reported that this had gone very well and Martin has volunteered to be our representative in further meetings of this group.

Trains to Leeds from Platform 1: Matt Gibson agreed to find somewhere for a poster indicating the platform change for these morning services.  It was noted that 3 announcements of the platform train were usually made each day.  Action: Matt Gibson
Rubbish:  Martin is to contact Pennine Housing about this as well as make a report to Network Rail Trackside.  Action:  Martin Whittell

Light for bus shelter:  Lesley reported that she had contacted Metro but had not yet received a reply.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Accessibility measures:  Susan Quick had prepared a list of measures which could be taken at the station to improve accessibility.  These will be circulated round the group.  Action:  Lesley Mackay

Poetry:  Bob reported that Winston Powers hopes to organise six poets to write poems which can be displayed from October  – March.
Chair’s Report:  Martin reported that an excellent Christmas Meal had been enjoyed by 8 FoHBS members at the White Lion on 19th January 2015.

Treasurer’s Report:  David Storr said that there had been no income since the last meeting and the only expenditure was to Affordable Sign Co for £60.

Northern Rail:  Matt Gibson mentioned a number of items:

· 1-2 August will be the Vintage Car event and some car parking will be reserved for them.

· Paul Cryer had dislocated his shoulder and would be off work for 12 weeks.  Those present asked for their best wishes to be conveyed to Paul.
· Canopy works: substantial works  are being carried out such as cleaning and replacing glazing, refurbishment and repainting with further works planned.  It is hoped the work will finish by the end of April.

· Matt now has a new office on Platform 1and asked that the group’s meetings be held there in future.

· Repairs, moss cleaning and vegetation tidying is also taking place on Platform 1

· Todmorden Station Partnership is hoping to re-start its activities and to make a visit to Hebden Bridge to meet up with FoHBS members/

· The Tour de Yorkshire on 3rd May is likely to have a much lower profile than the TdF.  No special arrangements have been made to date.

Working Party Report:  The Big Spring Clean Up is planned for Saturday 21st March between 2-4pm.  All members are asked to help with this.  Action: All members
Martin Whittell and Jason Boom will tidy the area behind the fence to the front of the station during the week before.
Any other business:  

Website;  Diana had been struggling to work out how best to improve our website’s prominence.  It was suggested she contact Chris Ratcliffe.  Action: Diana Monahan
Date of Next Meeting:  Our next meeting will take place on Monday 20th April 2015 at 6.30pm in Matt Gibson’s office on Platform 1.
