FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th February 2018 at 6pm in the Station Manager’s Office
Present:  Diana Monahan, David Storr, Paul Monahan, Kathy Pitt, Susan Quick and Lesley Mackay.

Apologies: Bernard Parry, Martin Whittell, David Taylor, Nina Smith and David Taylor 

Minutes of the last meeting.  The minutes were approved. 
Matters arising: 

Accessibility measures:  There was nothing further to report.

Talk by Peter Jeffery:  This talk on Railway Horses will be held on Monday 12th March at 7.30pm in Hope Baptist.  Diana and Lesley will bring tea/coffee/milk and biscuits   Action:  All members
Visit to Halifax and Brighouse Model Engineers at Ravensprings Park:  Diana suggested a visit to the railway take place on Wednesday 18th April, between 10.30am and 3pm.  This was agreed.  Lesley will ask Nina if she knows of anyone who might wish to come along.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Payment to Coffee Station:  Lesley said that a payment of £50 by Rail Future was in the pipeline.  Lesley will remind Nina Smith about this.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Piano Tuner’s payment:  This payment has been delayed within Northern Railway.  Lesley will continue to remind Richard Isaac about this. Action:  Lesley Mackay
Signal Box:  Nothing further to report.  David Storr will contact Andrew Bibby to find out if any progress has been made.  Action:  David Storr
Lamp Room & Lift mechanisms:  Nicola Wright has confirmed to Diana that these can be stored in the Lamp Room.  Diana will make contact with Nicola Wright again about this.  Action:  Diana Monahan  

Information Boards:  David Taylor has kindly prepared a short history of the Station for the information boards for which he is warmly thanked.  Diana will produce copies of this in Spring.  Action:  Diana Monahan
Cycle Rail Forum:  Lesley will ask for an update on this from Lynnette ad/or Myra.  Action:  Lesley Mackay

Chair’s Report:  Nothing to report. 
Treasurer’s Report:   The position remains the same as at the previous meeting. 

Working Party Report:   Lesley said she and Diana had moved a few plants from the border which was to be used by the contractors in the platform extension work.  Diana and Paul had also carried out a number of small odd jobs and tidying around the Station.  More repairs were required to the water butt as it had been vandalised when someone has tried to remove it.  It was agreed that Lesley would write to Dave Norton about the continuing nuisance of high frequency of minor vandalism: one bird box stolen, water butt damaged on at least 3 occasions, leaflet box on outside fencing damaged, etc.  Action:  Lesley Mackay

The date for the Big Spring Clean Up is confirmed as: Saturday 24th March 2018 between 10.30am-12.30.  All members will be informed and asked to come and help.  Action:  All members
Northern Railway:  Nothing to report.  Discussion took place about the lack of information given to FoHBS or Station staff about the timings of the current and imminent work and disruptions taking place at the Station.  It was agreed that David Storr would write to Northern Railway about this.  Action:  David Storr
Any Other Business:  

HRTC Sign: After discussion it was agreed there was only lukewarm interest in yet another sign on the Station.  Lesley will write to HRTC about this.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
History Exhibition 2019:  Diana has prepared a funding application for £256 to Hebden Royd Town Council towards the cost of staging an exhibition about the Station at the Town Hall.  This suggestion was unanimously approved and Diana will now submit the application to the Council.  Action:  Diana Monahan

New Trains:  David Storr suggested that members might be interested in seeing one of the new trains which are hoped to be deployed on the Calderdale line.  Lesley will ask Nina if there might be interest amongst the members of the STG or Rail Future before this is taken forward with Northern Railway.  Action:  Lesley Mackay

Planning consent:  Paul Monahan raised concerns about the laying of flooring over the existing stone ramp and steps which had been carried out without the benefit of planning permission for these listed building aspects of the Station.  Paul has written on his own behalf to CMBC and Railway Heritage and is awaiting developments.  
Date of next meeting:  Monday 16th April 2018 at 6.pm in the Station Manager’s office on Platform One.

