1

FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 31 OCT 2016 AT 6PM

IN STATION MANAGER’S OFFICE, HEBDEN BRIDGE

Present: Martin Whittell (Chair), Diana Monahan, Kathy Pitt, David Storr, Mike Troke.
Apologies: Bobbie, Andy Grant, Lesley Mackay, Paul Monahan, Dave Norton, Nina Smith, David Taylor. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th Sep 2016 were approved as correct. 
Matters arising: 

Lamp Room restoration & Signal Box: No replies from Pete Myers (now moved) or Janet Turlington, Network Rail. John O’Grady, Stakeholder Manager, suggested as alternative contact.

Timing of buses to Old Town: Will be revisited once Dec train timetable published. Mike T has contacted TLC bus company. Could also try John O’Grady.
Accessibility measures: Network Rail been in touch re old lift mechanism – we will be allowed to retain lift mechanisms, ie. lift cages, chains, wheel, anchors, lifting arm. We need clarification from Network Rail contact re anchors and what exactly these are. Appropriate parts could be retained by Friends and stored in Lamp Room with labels. If cages water-powered, National Railway Museum may be interested. Mike T to email photos of various mechanisms to members.
Disability measures: Diana has replied to Susan Quick. Mike T has been to meeting of Hebden Bridge disability group today.

Funding applications/Publicity: Calder Ward Forum Grant bid has been successful - £493. Will cover all of shopping list for tools, but planters not included. Problem of storage – David S to ask Dave N for written approval to use office space. Long storage box along edge of room probably best solution.
Some kind of ‘A’ board or double-sided board needed for publicity – Pennine Signs do several but all very heavy. Try elsewhere?

Planters –could try Northern’s Community Fund. In meantime, Paul M has repaired.

First railway themed lecture, Hope Baptist Church, had taken place. Approx 20 people attended. Need more publicity. Will ask Peter Jeffrey if can give another in March.
Book labels – have one sheet but too expensive to reproduce. Diana and Kathy to look into cost of rubber stamp instead. Wording, eg., “This book is from Friends of Hebden Bridge Station Library. For our other activities see www......”
Station Christmas Carol Eve: Northern will stand publicity costs up to max £50. Date: Weds 7th Dec 17:15 – 18:45 to catch commuters. Drinks to be provided. Christmas Tree – same arrangements as last year, ie local Nursery School will decorate with some decorations left over from last year and children will also make own. Kathy will publicise to Calder Valley Voices members.
Xmas/New Year Dinner: decided to hold in New Year and all members to investigate venues for next meeting. Lesley to do straw poll of preferences in New Year.

Chair’s Report: Community Partnerships (CPs) – Northern CPs rep wants to meet with CPs. Could this be held jointly with Sustainable Transport group? Nina to clarify purpose of such a meeting.
Treasurer’s Report 
£493 grant obtained (see above)

£24 in Co-op account

£160 in the General Fund
Working Party Report 

See above under Fundraising/Publicity for progress on acquiring more tools for gardening and maintenance.

Bike Shed Cleaning: Lynette Evans from Sustrans been to clean the bike sheds on 1st Oct but will need to come back and may need some help.
Tubs and water butts been repaired.

Liaison with BTP - No liaison meetings.
Any Other Business
i. Piano Stool acquired and in place in waiting room. Kathy will look into feasibility and cost of having piano tuned and whether keys could be successfully cleaned.

ii. Suggestion from Jason via Lesley that children could be asked to help with gardening work etc. Also that children’s drawings could be displayed. Kathy to clarify with Lesley.

iii. HB Picture House publicity – Mike T has obtained permission from Northern to erect several plastic hinge-topped double display holders to take brochures on one side and Friends publicity on other. Would be placed on platforms, eg attached to flower boxes on window ledges for greater visibility. Friends will stand cost and keep topped up. 
iv. Network Rail meeting (Nov 14??) to brief Hebden area groups/public on improvement work. Rail Future will fund meeting and arrange room. Sustainable Transport group to also be involved. Mike T to check arrangements with Nina.

v. Twinning of Friends groups – members to give this thought for next meeting in light of Mytholmroyd’s twinning with Bentham. 
vi. Transport and Bus Surveys – responses submitted by Sustainable Transport and Rail Futures groups.
vii. FoHBS website – some pages still need updating but Diana needs information from relevant people. Also need links to Sustainable Transport and Rail Futures groups on FoHBS website and vice versa.
viii. British Transport Films evening – could we hold one? Bring thoughts to next meeting.
Date of next meeting: Monday 5th December - 6.00pm in Station Manager’s Office.  Include Xmas tree decorating!
