FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6TH JUNE 2016

IN PLATFORM 1 WAITING ROOM, HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

Present: Diana Monahan, Nina Smith, David Storr, Martin Whittell

Apologies: Bob Deacon, Andy Grant, Lesley Mackay, Paul Monahan, Dave Norton, Kathy Pitt, Mike Troke
Minutes of the previous meeting

These were approved as correct.

Matters arising

Signal Box & Lamp Room  No developments of note. David had visited Settle Station and noticed that the preserved ‘box on Settle Station opens to visitors on some Saturdays.

Retiming of buses to Old Town  Nina mentioned that Northern had said that there should be discussion with bus companies before the re-timetabling for major rail changes in December 2017. The meeting noted that no local meeting with TLC had taken place since February, and as far as was known no meeting is planned. With the present train / bus timetables there is relatively poor connectively between train arrivals and buses to Old Town during parts of the evening.
Accessibility improvements  Reported that Mike Troke has prompted NR about revised plans for HB station under the Access for All scheme.
Website  Janice had sent Diana text pages but Diana experienced problems getting the site to work. Diana is trying to overcome the difficulties but will be away quite a lot until September.

Chair’s Report 
Nothing to report.
Treasurer’s Report

Recent expenditure has been on topsoil / mulch and more Hammerite paint for the cycle store. Nina agreed to ask Pete Myers if funding could be provided for more Hammerite as the Co-op Community grant balance is almost exhausted. A discussion then took place on ideas for generating funds and publicity for FoHBS – see separate heading.
Working Party Report

On Friday 3rd June we took delivery of 44 bags of topsoil and mulch. This was barrowed to the beds near to the Nursery outdoor area and bicycle hire shed. A letter of thanks had been sent by the Nursery for our recent planting. They will be planting in the new raised bed. Nesting boxes recently installed are not occupied yet.
It was agreed to appeal for paint and helpers to finish painting the cycle sheds.

More active help is needed for this and working party sessions to keep the station gardens looking good. Diana and Nina to liaise in sending information to the Hebden Bridge Times. Several members who regularly help maintain the garden are not available on Saturday 11th June.
Northern Rail 

No report from Dave Norton as he had to attend a meeting elsewhere. Nina said the new company structure is of 4 Divisions, each with a managing Director. They want a lot more involvement from Friends Groups. The Station Adoption scheme has gone. ISS has been replaced by Carillion who should now be doing station checks plus minor maintenance.

The Competition and Markets Authority are involved in an inquiry into the concurrent operation of Arriva running both buses and trains in parts of the country.
The future validity for passes that expire on 30th June is not known.

Police Liaison
No BTP liaison meetings have taken place recently.

Several heavy duty plastic posts, obtained for edging raised beds /  borders, have been stolen, and 4 or 5 others thrown down the slope. Diana reported this to police.

Several break-ins at the station café have caused damage and distress. 

Car Parking

The prospects for increased station car parking capacity at HB look like they are moving forward. A project manager – Peter Coello – has been appointed by WYCA. Meanwhile station users continue to add to congestion by parking along the A646, and more are using Palace House Road.

Other business
Liaison with Northern

Pete Myers (Community & Stakeholder Manager) at Northern, is coming to a meeting of the HB Partnership and FoHBS members are invited to go along if possible. (NB: It was subsequently confirmed that there will be an opportunity to raise any FoHBS Committee issues/concerns with Pete on Monday 4th July at 6.00pm at the Town Hall).
Hebden Bridge Yearbook

Nina will arrange for FoHBS to get an entry in this publication.

Date of next meeting

This was agreed as Monday 25th July at 6.00pm in the Station Manager’s Room (the venue to be confirmed nearer the time). Diana, Nina and Paul conveyed their apologies for non-attendance.
FoHBS

 SOME IDEAS FOR FUNDRAISING /  PUBLICITY / COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
· Continue to maintain station gardens and grounds  improve attractiveness of grounds; work with Northern to reduce litter; ensure station planters are in use and cared for; label plants to aid identification and interpretation of planting plans. Recruit more helpers.
· Promote interest in the history of the station, Calder Valley line and rail operations (The first of several talks is being planned for later in the year). Conservation of Lamp Room and S
· Increase active membership and widen support from local organisations and individuals for FoHBS activities. Continue to develop community links with schools, other station groups, police, town council, and working links with Northern and franchise contractors
· Improve siting and use of FoHBS notice boards

· Produce leaflets about FoHBS

· Apply for grants and donations to support our aims, activities and needs

· Continue to monitor accessibility and  improve disability access eg lifts, parking, access to station, clearer ticketing
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